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did say was that if I was to become a planter or a farmer in the Far
West my education was likely to be wasted. His plans for his children
had been to give them the best education available and leave them
to fend for themselves, since he could not hope to leave his large family
more than the slenderest provision. I was glad afterwards that he just
lived to hear of my selection for the mission in Tonga. If he despaired
of me, it made no difference to his habit through life of writing a
weekly letter to each of his absent children.